Humoral response in rabbits immunized with calcium phosphate adjuvanted HIV-1 gp160 antigen.
Rabbits were immunized with either calcium phosphate adjuvanted purified HIV-1 gp160 or a fluid preparation. Circulating antibodies were detected by ELISA, RIPA and Western Blot tests. Sera of rabbits immunized with the adjuvanted preparation contained high levels of anti-gp160 antibodies, as well as antibodies recognizing p55, p25 and p18. On the contrary, rabbits immunized with the fluid preparation contained only anti-p18 antibodies. Neutralizing antibodies were also detected. It is concluded that the calcium phosphate adjuvant could be used for preparation of candidate anti-HIV vaccines, since it permits one to induce high levels of circulating antibodies, in the absence of untoward reactions as observed when aluminium adjuvants or water in oil emulsions are used.